HELLO.

THANKS FOR ORGANIZING A SCREENING OF THE PRICE OF PLEASURE, AND FOR DECIDING TO PROMOTE YOUR EVENT.

ON THE NEXT PAGE, YOU WILL FIND A PRESS RELEASE INTENDED TO HELP YOU PROMOTE YOUR SCREENING TO LOCAL MEDIA.

ALL YOU NEED TO DO IS ADAPT IT SLIGHLTY SO THAT YOU INCLUDE ALL OF THE RELEVANT DETAILS ABOUT YOUR SCREENING (MOST IMPORTANTLY: WHERE IT WILL TAKE PLACE, THE DATE AND TIME, AND WHO ORGANIZED IT.)  

START BY REPLACING THE SPOTS WHERE YOU SEE “XXXX” WITH RELEVANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR EVENT.  (DON’T FORGET TO REPLACE THE “XXXX” WITH THE NAME OF YOUR CAMPUS IN THE HEADLINE ITSELF!)

IN ADDITION TO THESE SPOTS, YOU SHOULD ALSO OF COURSE FEEL FREE TO ADD OTHER INFORMATION TO THE PRESS RELEASE IF YOU THINK IT WILL HELP.  (FOR EXAMPLE: ADD AN ADDITIONAL LOCAL MEDIA CONTACT UNDER CHYNG SUN’S NAME -- MAYBE THE NAME OF ONE OF THE STUDENT ORGANIZERS; OR ADD A PARAGRAPH ABOUT HOW THE SCREENING CAME TO BE ORGANIZED; OR ADD A QUOTE FROM ONE OF THE CAMPUS ORGANIZERS ABOUT WHY THIS EVENT IS HAPPENING, ETC.)

OR YOU CAN SIMPLY REPLACE THE “XXXX” AREAS AND SEND THE RELEASE OFF, AS IS, TO LOCAL PAPERS, YOUR CAMPUS NEWSPAPER, LOCAL TV CHANNELS, RELEVANT LISTSERVS AND/OR BLOGS, ETC.

THANKS AGAIN AND GOOD LUCK!!

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR BACK FROM YOU ABOUT HOW YOUR SCREENING WENT.  (SEE CONTACT INFO ON THE WEBSITE.)

[GO TO NEXT PAGE FOR PRESS RELEASE]

ACCLAIMED DOCUMENTARY ABOUT THE PORN INDUSTRY TO SCREEN AT

XXXXXXX IN RESPONSE TO MARYLAND CONTROVERSY

For Immediate Release

For further information contact Dr. Chyng Sun 

(617) 733-8091 | email: cfs1@nyu.edu

April X, 2009 – The way filmmakers Chyng Sun and Miguel Picker see it, the cure for bad speech is more speech.  That’s exactly why they’ve come up with a plan to get their hard-hitting documentary film about the porn industry screened on as many college campuses as possible.   

In response to the national controversy surrounding the screening of a hardcore porn film at the University of Maryland this week, Sun and Picker have cut a deal with their distributor to do exactly what Digital Playground, the makers of the porn film in question, are doing with their film: make it available at no charge to any campus that wants to show it. 

“This is a great opportunity for this film to reach a wider audience,” Sun, a professor of media at New York University, said of her documentary, The Price of Pleasure.  “Especially given that male college students were our target audience going in.  We did numerous focus groups to find the right tone and approach to speak to them.”

The Price of Pleasure will screen  XXXXX  at X:XX PM at XXXXXX  in an event organized by XXXXXXX .

The Media Education Foundation (MEF), one of the nation’s leading distributors of educational films on media and social and cultural issues, has announced that it will send a free copy of Sun and Picker’s devastating expose of the porn industry to faculty and students who are willing to screen the documentary on their campus in the hope of widening the debate started by this controversy. 

“The reason we’re making this film available for free is simple,” said Sut Jhally, the Executive Director of the Media Education Foundation. “What’s needed on this issue is more discussion, not less, and this film is a perfect vehicle for achieving this.  If students are serious about their defense of free speech and open debate, they’ll fight to make sure this documentary is shown as well.” 

The firestorm at the University of Maryland ignited when students decided to screen a $10 million-dollar, 2 ½-hour hardcore porn film called Pirates II: Stagnetti's Revenge, which is being offered to campuses around the country for free by Digital Playground as part of an innovative marketing strategy.  When state legislators tried to stop the screening, students on the College Park campus fought back, claiming their free speech rights were being threatened by overly moralistic politicians. 

According to University of Texas journalism professor Robert Jensen, who is featured in The Price of Pleasure, one of the central aims of the documentary is to move the debate about pornography beyond precisely these kinds of predictable, and distracting, arguments about morality and free speech.

“The film tries to move the discussion beyond a clash between a rigidly moralistic position and the irresponsibly individualistic free-speech response we hear so often whenever the issue of pornography comes up,” Jensen said.  “Instead of asking important questions about what a relentlessly sexist and routinely racist pornography genre says about our culture, conservatives try to assert control and liberals try to assert independence. Complex questions about contemporary pornography are too often derailed by a debate that never gets past First Amendment arguments.”

The Price of Pleasure intervenes in this debate by taking a comprehensive and often disturbing look at pornography itself, placing the voices of producers, performers, industry critics, and anti-porn activists alongside candid observations from men and women about the role pornography has played in their lives.

The Media Education Foundation is asking those interested in screening the film to visit www.xxxx.org  to request a free copy of the film, on three-week loan.  The site offers downloadable resources, including a study guide, to help students make sense of mainstream debates about pornography and navigate the troubling issues the documentary explores.  

